
Why TOPS? 

 

• Dynamic program 

• High academic standards 

• Ideal location 

• World-class libraries 

• Affordable 
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History comes alive 

THOMAS 
C.ODEN 
Patristic 
Studies 

INSTITUTE 
 

The 
 



 

TOPICS 
 

 History and thought of 
the Churches in the 
Middle East. 

 Cities in Antiquity: Beit 
She’an, Ceasarea and 
Ashkelon. 

 Cyril of Alexandria. 
Intellectual and spiritual 
thinker of the East. 

 Reading of the Bible in 
the writings of the Syrian 
Fathers. 

 The Book of Genesis in 
the patristic and the 
rabbinic traditions. 

 The Church in Africa in 
the Byzantine period. 

 History of art and 
iconography in Early 
Christianity. 

 Conditions of Christians 
and Jews in the ME. 

 Language studies 
including Modern and 
Ancient Hebrew, Greek, 
Aramaic, Coptic and 
Armenian.  

 

ENDORSEMENTS 
 

Prof. Dr. Gabriel Barkay  
Bar Ilan University, Israel 

Canon Dr. h.c. William Broughton 
University of the Holy Land, Israel 

Lela Gilbert 
Hudson Institute, USA 

Prof. Dr. Christel Keller-Wentorf 
Augustana Hochschule, Germany 

Prof. Dr. Thomas C. Oden 
Drew University, USA 

H.B. Patriarch Theophilos III 
Greek Orthodox Church of Jerusalem 

Dr. Paul Wright 
Jerusalem University College, Israel  

Prof. Dr. J. Robert Wright, D.D. 
General Theological Seminary, USA 

 
 

AIM  
 

The Thomas C. Oden Patristic 
Studies Institute (TOPS) is an 
international study centre based 
in Jerusalem, introducing 
university-level students with an 
interest in Christian thought and 
Judeo-Christian heritage to Late 
Antiquity including the Patristic 
writings. 

Students discover the significance 
of that legacy to the churches in 
the Middle East and their 
association to Africa, Asia, and the 
Western world today.   

 

APPROACHES 
 

 Semester programmes 

 Short-term programmes 

 Research 

 Scholarships  

 

For more information 
 on programmes or to  
receive an application  

write to: 
study@topsinstitute.org.il 


